COLORADO PLATEAU
DARK SKY COOPERATIVE

The Colorado Plateau is a remarkable part of this
country, known for its spectacular scenery, rich history,
diverse recreational opportunities, and an abundance
of public lands. One of the precious elements of the
Plateau’s landscape is a starry night. To protect this
heritage of starry skies, America’s first Dark Sky
Cooperative was established on the Colorado Plateau.

PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

The
Colorado
Plateau
Dark Sky
Cooperative

is a voluntary initiative to link
communities, tribes, businesses, state
agencies, federal agencies, and citizens
in a collaborative effort to:
1.
2.
3.

Celebrate the view of the cosmos
Minimize the impact of outdoor
lighting
Protect natural nighttime skies and
restore natural darkness in areas
where it has been degraded

PROGRAM
OBJECTIVES

Randy Stanley, Natural Sounds & Night Skies Coordinator
303.987.6890 randy_stanley@nps.gov
National Park Service, Intermountain Region

The Dark Sky Cooperative encourages
community-based landscape-scale
approaches to dark sky conservation and
recognizes that civic engagement is the
foundation for a shared stewardship of
our starry sky heritage.
We invite agencies, business, communities
and individuals to become dedicated
to the conservation of quality night
skies by adopting policy, promoting and
participating in actions and conducting
educational outreach in support of
night sky visibility and natural nocturnal
environments for the enjoyment of present
and future generations.
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The Colorado Plateau Dark Sky Cooperative hopes to lead the way in protecting natural
darkness as a precious resource and create a model for dark sky protection. Please contact
us if you want to learn more about the Cooperative’s objectives, have questions or want to
become more involved.

Dark Sky
Network
Establish a regional
“dark-sky network”
between communities,
tribes, businesses, state
agencies, federal agencies,
and citizens in order
to coordinate efforts,
communicate effectively,
share resources and
information, and provide
mutual support.

CONTACT US
Aubrey Larsen, Acting Coordinator
435.213.7026 darkskycooperative@gmail.com
Utah Community Development Office

Outreach &
Education
Assist in the creation,
promotion, facilitation,
and improvement of the
public’s understanding of
the significant economic,
human health, ecological,
and safety benefits of
preserving dark skies, as
well as the cultural and
heritage implications of
restoring our citizens’
access to starry nights.

http://cpdarkskies.org

Tools, Guides &
Resources
Support, create, and share
actionable dark sky tools,
guides, and resources.

Training &
Technical Assistance

Promotion &
Marketing

Facilitate trainings and
provide technical assistance,
where feasible, to build the
capacity of communities to
build and enact their own
dark-sky preserving plans.

Help to promote night
sky-related activities and
provide community support
for astronomy events.

@coloradoplateaudarkskycooperative

@darkskycooperative

DARK SKY COOPERATIVE
PRINCIPLES

TAKING
ACTION

The Dark Sky Cooperative does not have a legal boundary, but is instead
a geographic region where public lands, tribes, communities, businesses,
schools, clubs, and citizens join to support a set of principles resulting in
mutual benefits and the long-term conservation of our starry night heritage.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The view of the night sky is a precious resource and a cultural heritage
that has become rare in America and throughout the world.
Sharing the night sky can enhance local economies through destination
ecotoursim, extending visitor length of stay, and providing families more
activities during their vacation.

1.

TOWN MEETINGS: Start a dialog
among communities throughout the
Colorado Plateau and along its
margins. Learn about success stories
and discover opportunities

2.

LIGHTING EDUCATION: Show the
benefits of dark-sky friendly lighting
through pilot demonstrations, mobile
kiosks at community events, and realworld examples.

3.

INVITE THE WORLD: Let people
know of the outstanding stargazing
opportunities by publishing regular
night events and marking night sky
viewpoints on maps and making them
stargazing friendly.

4.

CELEBRATE THE NIGHT: Encourage
star parties, full moon walks, meteor
watching, nocturnal wildlife listening,
nighttime photography, learning
astronomy, campfire programs, and
retelling of star stories.

5.

MEASURE PROGRESS: This is one
environmental problem that can be
addressed without difficulty. It is
possible to not only prevent future
harm, but to actually restore the night.
Measuring the quality of the night sky
can show immediate progress.

6.

INVOLVE THE ARTS: Already known
for its daytime landscapes that draw
artists to the Colorado Plateau,
another realm awaits at night to
capture the creativity of poets and
painters

7.

DARK SKY PARKS: Federal and
State Parks and Lands can attain
certification by the International Dark
Sky Association (IDA) that demonstrate
their commitment to sustainable
outdoor lighting.

8.

DARK SKY COMMUNITIES:
Encourage and support towns pursuing
International Dark Sky Community
certification. Highly visible projects,
like dark-sky friendly Main Streets,
can show that such conservation can
look great and guide the way to
starrier future.

9.

RALLY PARTNERS: A multitude
of partners can find inspiration
in a Colorado Plateau Dark Sky
Cooperative - from NASA, astronomy
clubs, and nearby Universities, to
tourism boards, heritage associations,
and utility companies.

Night sky friendly outdoor lighting is more efficient, resulting in improved
visibility and safety, energy savings, reduced costs, and elevated quality of
life for residents.
Conservation will be enhanced through partnership between communities,
public land managers, and other partners. Education, voluntary measures,
and creative approaches will be emphasized.
Dark night skies also benefit nocturnal animals and help maintain wildlife
corridors and ecosystem health.
A shared vision can best protect dark skies for this and future generations.

DARK SKY
LIGHTING
BASICS

We need
lighting for
safety and
visibility
at night.
However,
many city
lights are undirected and waste energy
while causing light pollution. Proper
lighting begins with proper lighting design
standards which form a proverbial “threelegged stool.” The legs of the stool are:

1. SHIELDING

1.
2.
3.

2. APPROPRIATE LIGHTING LEVELS
Appropriate lighting levels means
practically managing the amount of
outdoor lighting in terms of duration
and illuminated area. Use motion
sensors and dimmers whenever
possible.

Shielding
Appropriate lighting levels
Lighting color

These three basic design principles form
the basis for good lighting design, and
when applied correctly, will reduce light
pollution.

Outdoor lighting should be “fully
shielded,” meaning no light above a
90-degree angle.
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3. LIGHTING COLOR





Cool, blue spectrum lights brighten
the night sky more than amber
colored light. Reduce light pollution
by using long-wavelength lighting
with a color temperature of < 3000
Kelvin.

10. BRANDING: A logo can show
others the commitment of a town, a
business, or an individual to protecting
dark skies and the opportunity to
experience natural darkness.

